INTRODUCTION
Three main factors have influenced the theme which I shall be developing in this paper. The first and most important is the need to provide as high a standard of care as possible, for as many elderly people as possible. The second is the necessity to adopt a practical approach in light of the demographic changes which are occurring in association with both a relative and an absolute shortage of resources.
The third factor is the experience gained during the past 10 years whilst working with several different patterns of health care delivery to the elderly. Table 1 shows the changes occurring within different age bands in people aged 65 and over, between 1978 and the end of this century. Although the number of our elders will have risen slightly, the major changes will occur in those aged 75 
